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This proposal was not without its difficulties, as how ' get to the sea-side, and, when there, what assurance < shipping. The enemy, under Major-general Langhorn, ha overrun Wales, and it would be next to impossible to efTe< it.
We could never carry our proposal with the whole assen bly ; but, however, about two hundred of us resolved to a tempt it, and the meeting being broke up without coming 1 any conclusion, we had a private meeting among ourselv< to effect it.
We despatched private messengers to Swansea and Pen broke, and other places; but they all discouraged us froi the attempt that way, and advised us to go higher towarc North Wales, where the king's interest had more friend; .and the parliament no forces. Upon this we met, an resolved, and having sent several messengers that way, on of my men provided us two small vessels in a little cree near Harleigh Castle, in Merionethshire. We marched awa with what expedition we could, and embarked in the tw vessels accordingly. It was the worst voyage sure that eve man went; for, first, we had no manner of accomodation fo so many people; hay for our horses we got none, or ver little, but good store of oats, which served us for our ow] bread as well as provender for the horses.
In this condition we put off to sea, and had a fair win< all the first night, but early in the morning a sudden stem drove us within two or three leagues of Ireland. In thi pickle, sea-sick, our horses rolling about upon one another ,and ourselves stifled for want of room, no cabins nor beds very cold weather, and very indifferent diet, we wished ourselves ashore again a thousand times; and yet we were no willing to go on shore in Ireland, if we could help it j for th< rebels having possession of every place, that was just having our throats cut at once. Having rolled about at the mercj of the winds all day, the storm ceasing in the evening, w< had fair weather again, but wind enough, which being large, in two days and a night we came upon the coast of Cornwallj and, to our no small comfort, landed the next day at St. Ives, in the county of Cornwall.
We rested ourselves here, and sent an express to the Lord Hoptou, who was then in Devonshire, of our arrival, and desired him to assign us quarters, and send us his larthei